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DETAILED ACTION 
Information Disclosure Statement 

The listing of references in the Search Report is not considered to be an 
information disclosure statement (IDS) complying with 37 CFR 1.98. 37 CFR 1.98(a)(2) 
requires a legible copy of: (1) each foreign patent; (2) each publication or that portion 
which caused it to be listed; (3) for each cited pending U.S. application, the application 
specification including claims, and any drawing of the application, or that portion of the 
application which caused it to be listed including any claims directed to that portion, 
unless the cited pending U.S. application is stored in the Image File Wrapper (IFW) 
system; and (4) all other information, or that portion which caused it to be listed. In 
addition, each IDS must include a list of all patents, publications, applications, or other 
information submitted for consideration by the Office (see 37 CFR 1.98(a)(1) and (b)), 
and MPEP § 609.04(a), subsection I. states, "the list ... must be submitted on a 
separate paper." Therefore, the references cited in the Search Report have not been 
considered. Applicant is advised that the date of submission of any item of information 
or any missing element(s) will be the date of submission for purposes of determining 
compliance with the requirements based on the time of filing the IDS, including all 
"statement" requirements of 37 CFR 1.97(e). See MPEP § 609.05(a). 

Claim Objections 

Claim 7 is objected to under 37 CFR 1.75(c), as being of improper dependent 
form for failing to further limit the subject matter of a previous claim. Applicant is 
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required to cancel the claim(s), or amend the claim(s) to place the claim(s) in proper 
dependent form, or rewrite the claim(s) in independent form. Claims 7 claims "a game 
machine comprising the display control device, the main controller for the game 
machine, and the display device for the game machine according to claim 4". Claim 4 
claims a display control device, a main controller, and a display device. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act 
of 1999 (AIPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical 
Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting 
directly or indirectly from an international application filed before November 29, 2000. 
Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior 
to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Okada et 
al. (US 2002/0155891). 

Okada discloses the following: 
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1. A display control method comprising: the step of displaying a reach-state 
display image (playing the game, i.e., rotating the reels, or making selections, 
paragraphs 116, 125, 1 33) and a win display image on a display portion of a game 
machine according to a predetermined production pattern in accordance with a result of 
a lot drawing by the game machine (Fig. 10b, paragraphs 116, 124, 128, 132), 

wherein advertising images are displayed on the display portion by containing the 
advertising images in the display images according to the production pattern 
(advertisements are based on game results, paragraphs 21, 22) when at least one of 
the reach-state display image and the win display image is displayed (Figs. 10b, 11, 12, 
13b, 14b, 15). 

2. The display control method according to claim 1 , wherein among the 
advertising images having at least one of advertisement contents and display features 
different from each other (advertisement distribution system stores different 
advertisement information, paragraphs 29, 71-75), an advertising image corresponding 
to the result of a lot drawing (paragraph 21 )is contained in the display images so that 
the advertising image is displayed on the display portion (Figs. 10b, 11, 12, 13b, 14b, 
15). 

3. The display control method according to claim 1, wherein the advertising 
image is contained in the display image based on advertising image data obtained 



Application/Control Number: 10/723,584 Page 5 

Art Unit: 3714 

through a communication network to display the advertising image on the display 
portion (Fig. 1). 

4 and 7. A display control device comprising: 

a first memory for storing production pattern data concerning a production pattern 
of a display image (game info database 2d in Figs. 2 and 3, paragraphs 69-70); 

a second memory for storing display image data concerning the display image 
(distribution info database 2f in Fig. 2 provides information to be displayed at the 
terminal 6, paragraphs 74, 98); and 

a controller for reading from the first memory production pattern data 
predetermined in accordance with a result of a lot drawing by a main controller for a 
game machine, reading the display image data from the second memory according to 
the production pattern defined by the production pattern data, and displaying a reach- 
state display image and a win display image on a display device for the game machine 
(paragraph 86) 1 1 based on the display image data (game server 2, more specifically 
game managements means 2c in Fig. 2); 

wherein the display control device further comprises a third memory for storing 
advertising image data concerning advertising images (2i or 2e in Fig. 2 or ad server 3 
in Figs. 1 and 2), and 

the controller displays the advertising images on the display device for the game 
machine, the advertising images being contained in the display image based on the 
advertising image data read from the third memory section according to the production 
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pattern when at least one of the group consisting of the reach-state display image and 
the win display image is displayed (Fig 9, paragraphs 99-103). 

5. The display control device according to claim 4, wherein the third memory 
section stores the advertising image data concerning advertising images having at least 
one of advertisement contents and display features different from each other 
(advertisement information consist of image information such as characters, figures and 
pictures, paragraph 72), and 

the controller reads the advertising image data corresponding to the result of a lot 
drawing from the third memory section to display the advertising images on the display 
device of the game machine by containing the advertising images in the display image 
based on the advertising image data (paragraphs 99-103) (network 5 in Figs. 1 and 2). 

6. The display control device according to claim 4, further comprising a receiver 
for receiving the advertising image data through a communication network, wherein the . 
controller stores data received by the receiver in the third memory as the advertising 
image data concerning advertising images (2a and 2b in Fig. 2). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 



Application/Control Number: 10/723,584 
Art Unit: 3714 



Page 7 



invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Okada et 

al. (US 2002/0155891) in view of Inoue (US 5,752,881) 

Okada discloses a game machine to display advertisements based on the result 
of the game. Okada further discloses the game machine is a slot machine (paragraph 
113). However, Okada fails to teach displaying images on the display portion by 
projecting light from a rear surface of the display portion. In an analogous art to slot 
gaming machines, Inoue discloses a slot machine and displaying images on the display 
portion by projecting light from a rear surface of the display portion (Fig. 9). Projecting 
light from the rear surface of the display portion allows the player to clearly see the 
game elements that are being displayed. Therefore it would have been obvious to one 
skilled in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Okada's game machine 
and incorporate Okada's rear projected light, in order to allow players clearly see the 
game elements that are being displayed. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

US 5,373,440 and US 5,941,772 disclose a gaming machine comprising a 
plurality of different advertising images to be displayed, based on the result of a lot 
drawing. 
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US 6,186,893, and US 5,823,879 disclose a gaming machine comprising a 
plurality of different advertising images to be displayed, connected to a network. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jasson H. Yoo whose telephone number is (571)272- 
5563. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Olszewski Robert can be reached on (571)272-6788. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
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Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

JHY 
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